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To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor  and  Toivn  Coimcil  of  the  County  Borough  of 

Northampton. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  you  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1895, 
comprising  an  account  of  the  public  health  of  the  urban  sanitary 
distiict,  and  also  the  proceedings  of  the  health  department  under 
the  control  of  your  sanitary  committee.  In  the  past  year  we  were, 
fortunately,  not  subjected  to  the  baneful  influences  of  any  uncontrollable 
epidemic  disease  or  other  elements  disturbing  our  normal  condition  of 
health. 

The  statistical  records  for  the  year  are  satisfactory,  and  the  state 
of  health  of  the  district  equally  favourable  with  that  of  the  preceding  year. 
In  reviewing  the  past,  we  learn,  by  reference  to  our  mortality  tables,  that 
with  the  progressive  development  of  the  Municipal  Borough,  extending 
over  a  long  series  of  years,  there  has  been  a  simultaneous  improvement 
in  our  standard  of  health,  progression  in  this  being  similarly  exemplified. 
In  the  year  1876,  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  I  commenced  my  official  career 
as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  in  that  year  I  recorded  a  death  rate 
of  21 7  per  1,000,  almost  22,  and  in  contrasting  that  with  the  death  rate  of 
the  present  year  (14*1)  it  needs  no  elaborate  arithmetical  calculation  to 
show  that  this  substantial  declination  of  the  death  rate  is  denotable  of  a 
yearly  saving  of  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  human  life  ;  at  the  same  time 
it  is  indicative  of  the  benefits  conferred  by  sanitation,  and  which  are 
becoming  more  and  more  popularly  recognised. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

LEE  F.  COGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Northampton,  February  21st,  1896. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  (estimated  1895),  64,672. 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  12,174. 
Rateable  Value,  ^205,868. 


BIRTHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Birth  Rate. 

953 

973 

1,926 

297 

DEATHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Death  Rate. 

476 

437 

91 3 

14*1. 

DEATHS 

FOR  THE  QUARTERS. 

1894 

1895 

1894 

1895 

First  Ouarter 

274 

306 

Third  Quarter  . 

J93 

224 

Second  Quarter 

208 

188 

Fourth  Ouarter  . 

233 

*95 

REPORT 


POPULATION.  -  In  intercensal  years  calculations  as  to  the  growth  of 
population  are  but  approximative,  as  by  the  census  enumerations  only  is 
accurate  information  with  regard  to  this  available,  and  statistics  based  on 
estimated  populations  require  revision  by  the  census  returns.  In  North¬ 
ampton  this  course  has  hitherto  been  pursued,  so  that  the  statistical  records 
for  the  county  borough  up  to  the  last  census  year  (1891)  may  be  accepted  as 
accurate. 

The  number  of  persons  estimated  to  be  living  in  the  municipal  borough 
in  the  middle  of  the  vear  1895  was  64,672. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  representing  the  natural  increase  of  the 
population  amounted  to  1013,  against  943  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  principal  factor  considered  in  estimating  populations  is  the  rate 
of  increase  that  cccurred  during  the  last  decennial  period  (1881  —  1891)  ; 
but  both  immigration  and  emigration  have  to  be  taken  into  account,  so  also 
as  far  as  ascertainable  the  actual  number  of  occupied  houses  in  the  district 
at  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  these  points  have  been  duly  considered  in 
arriving  at  the  estimate  of  the  population  for  the  past  year. 

BIRTHS. —The  birth  rate  for  the  year  was  equal  to  297  per  1,000. 
The  birth  rate,  which  has  been  declining  since  1878,  has,  practically 
speaking,  remained  stationary  during  the  last  three  years — 1893,  1894,  and 
1895,  the  variations  in  the  rates  for  these  years  being  only  trifling.  In  my 
last  annual  report  I  referred  to  the  fact  of  the  birth  rate  for  the  year 
1894  (29'03)  being  the  lowest  recorded  since  the  year  1876. 

The  births  occurred  in  the  two  Registration  Districts  as  follows  :  — 

Births.  T 

St.  Giles’  ...  1,607  >  1,926. 

All  Saints’  ...  319  ^ 

There  were  953  male  births  registered,  and  973  female. 

Included  in  this  number  are  66  illegitimate  births,  the  proportion  of 
these  to  legitimate  births  being  3*4  per  cent. 

The  birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales  for  1895  was  36*3  per  1,000. 
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Table  showing  the  Inf  am  Mortality  Rates  for  the  years  1878  to  1895,  with 

the  Birth  Rate  for  the  same  years . 


Year. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

Deaths  of  Children 
per  1,000  births. 

1878 

4r3 

188*4 

1879 

39' 1 6 

139-67 

1880 

386 

14979 

l88l 

37-18 

1 5°’3 

1882 

O 

OO 

CO 

i6r8 

1883 

36-0 

132-2 

1884 

3S'i  § 

186-26 

1885 

33'6 

iS5‘i 

l886 

33'9 

1  S3’S 

1887 

32A 

174-8 

1888 

33'5 

146-3 

I  889 

32^ 

176-4 

I  890 

3i'7 

1747 

189] 

34'S 

164-2 

1892 

30-19 

i45'4 

co 

On 

CO 

H-l 

29'23 

173-1 

I894 

29-03 

1361 

1^95 

29-7 

HS  8 

Note. — Average  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  10  years,  1886—  1895,  287. 
Average  death  rate  of  childien  under  one  year  per  1,000  births  for  10 
years,  1886—1895,  159*0 
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DEATHS. —The  total  mortality  returns  for  the  county  borough  in 
1895  amounted  lo  1,000,  but  after  the  elimination  of  the  deaths  of  87 
persons  dying  in,  but  not  belonging  to,  the  Urban  Sanitary  district,  we  find 
that  the  actual  number  of  deaths  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  borough  was 
913.  The  non-resident  deaths  occurred  as  follows:- In  the  Infirmary  62; 
St.  Andrew’s  Hospital  13,  and  the  Workhouse  2,  and  two  of  these  deaths 
were  registered  without  any  fixed  abode  being  stated. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  (1895)  was  equivalent  to  341  per  1,000 
persons  living,  being  01  less  than  the  rate  for  the  previous  year,  which  was 
(14  2)  the  lowest  recorded  in  any  year  since  1876. 

It  is,  therefore,  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  healthy  state  of  the  district 
experienced  in  1894  was  maintained  during  the  past  twelve  months 

In  the  sub-registration  district  of  St.  Giles  there  were  768  deaths  regis¬ 
tered,  and  in  All  Saints’  district  367,  and  of  these  476  belonged  to  the  male 
sex,  and  437  to  the  female. 

The  death  rate  of  England  and  Wales  in  1895  was  187  per  1,000. 

The  foremost  place  as  to  fatality,  as  mostly  is  the  case,  is  occupied  by 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  atrophy  and  debility  coming  next  on  the 
list ;  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  caused  76  deaths,  diseases  of  the  organs 
of  circulation  75,  phthisis  72,  and  old  age  60.  Under  the  latter  heading  the 
deaths  were  20  in  excess  of  those  from  the  same  cause  in  the  preceding  year. 
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Table  showing  the  comparative  mortality  of  Northampton  with  sixteen 

other  towns. 


TOWN. 

1895. 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  under  1  year 

per  1,000  Births. 

1 

Average  Death  Rate, 

10  years, 

1886  to  1895. 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

Birmingham 

496.75 1 

32-3 

19  9 

26 

182 

20*0 

Bath 

52,494 

210 

17  *5 

0'6 

134 

15-6 

Aston  Manor 

75.264 

33  1 

i6  5 

3*1 

I9I 

— 

Coventry  ... 

56,000 

281 

17  0 

2  0 

152 

17-8 

Leicester  ... 

i93'839 

307 

17-1 

3*3 

2o6’8 

l8*I 

Derby 

100,272 

29-1 

16  9 

i*7 

157 

17*3 

Warrington 

57,072 

36-7 

21*5 

5*3 

199 

22.05 

Oxford 

5B20° 

21  9 

144 

1-23 

1 34 

i5*7 

Wigan 

55,013 

37‘i 

22‘0 

3  73 

117 

23-15 

Southampton 

94-093 

28-82 

I7-23 

1.70 

149 

18-16 

Worcester  ... 

43,994 

31-02 

21-3 

218 

259 

20-36 

Reading 

65,410 

28-21 

IS*I7 

1-36 

142 

15-82 

Burton-on-Trent  ... 

49  267 

31-90 

16-09 

1-82 

134-22 

17-18 

Stockport  ... 

74,5oo 

32-9 

25-I 

4-46 

232 

24-56 

Cambridge... 

39*265 

HI 

14*8 

i-  0 

146 

160 

Wolverhampton  ... 

85,781 

35*4 

24-2 

5*i 

217 

2i*33 

Northampton 

64,672 

29*7 

14*1 

i*8 

'45'8 

16*7 
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CANCER  AND  OTHER  MALIGNANT  AFFECTIONS.  —  The 

mortality  from  these  diseases  shows  a  decline  as  compared  with  1895.  The 
number  of  deaths  attributable  to  these  causes  amounted  to  35,  the  death 
rate  being  equal  to  0*52  per  1,000  of  the  population  ;  that  of  1894  being 
073  per  1,000,  when  47  deaths  occurred. 

PHTHISIS. — The  deaths  certified  as  arising  from  consumption  amounted 
to  72,  and  the  mortality  rate  was  equal  to  i  n  per  1,000  persons  living. 

The  death  rates  from  this  disease  in  1893  and  1894  were  1*63  and  1  45 
per  1,000  respectively,  and  the  deaths  in  1893  were  103,  and  1894  93. 
Whether  the  diminution  in  the  fatality  of  this  dreaded  disorder  will  be 
sustained  in  the  future  of  course  cannot  be  foretold. 


In  previous  annual  reports  I  havs  alluded  both  to  the  etiology  and  also  to 
the  preventive  treatment  of  consumption,  which  in  recent  years  has  become 
greatly  modified  owing  to  the  advance  of  knowledge  in  bacteriolgical  science, 
so  that  on  the  present  occasion  I  am  not  required  to  revert  to  the  discussion  of 
this  question.  But  1  may  say  that  the  more  generally  it  becomes  realised  that 
consumption  is  a  preventable  disease,  the  more  energetically  will  means  be 
taken  and  observed  by  the  people  for  its  prevention.  To  attempt  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  reforms  in  this  direction  (though  eminently  desirable)  by 
coercive  measures  would  I  apprehend  be  futile.  The  public  must  be  taught 
the  principles  of  sanitation  which  are  essential  for  observance  for  bringing 
about  a  reduction  in  the  ravages  that  pulmonary  tuberculosis  inflicts  on 
the  national  health  year  by  year,  with  the  result  that  eventually  they  will  be 
voluntarily  accepted. 

INFLUENZA. — During  the  past  year  this  modern  epidemic  disease  has 
again  been  prevailing,  though  not  extensively,  there  being  28  deaths 
attributed  to  the  disease  as  a  direct  cause. 

The  mortality  was  higher  than  in  1894,  when  only  twelve  deaths  were 
certified  as  caused  by  influenza. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.-!  noted  with  satisfaction  in  my  last 
annual  report,  a  diminution  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  record  of  1895  is  not  so  satisfactory,  though  it  will 
bear  very  favourable  comparison  with  the  similar  rates  of  many  past  years. 
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The  infant  deaths  amounted  to  281,  and  the  proportion  of  children  dying 
during  the  first  year  of  life  to  births  was  equal  to  145*8  per  1,000  births,  being 
9.7  per  1,000  in  excess  of  the  same  death  rate  in  1894,  which  was  136  1  per 
1,000  ;  it  is,  however,  below  the  ten  years’  annual  average  infant  death  rate 
(1886-1894),  this  being  I59'0. 

The  chief  causes  of  infant  deaths  in  numerical  sequence  were  atrophy 
and  debility,  diarrhoea,  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  premature  birth, 
teething,  scrofulous  diseases,  and  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs. 

The  infant  death  rate  of  England  and  Wales  for  1895  was  16 1  per  1,000 
registered  births. 

it  is  an  unquestionable  fact  that  the  Northampton  infant  death  rate 
is  higher  than  it  should  be,  and  it  is  an  evil  that  exists  in  most  large  town 
districts 

Relative  to  this  subject,  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  time  after  time 
called  attention  to  in  these  reports,  that  for  improvement  in  this  unfortunate 
state  of  affairs  reforms  must  be  instituted  in  the  domestic  management  of 
young  children,  and  by  this  means  alone  can  any  material  benefit  be  hoped 
for  here  and  elsewhere. 


The  subjoined  Table  gives  the  Number  of  Deaths  in  each  year  from  the  seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases ,  and  the  Death-rates  both 
Zymotic  and  General ,  for  the  years  1876  to  1895,  and  Annual  Average  for  the  decennial  period  1886  to  1895. 
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ZYMOTIC  OR  SPECIFIC  FEBRILE  DISEASES. -The  prevalence 
of  zymotic  disease  was  by  no  means  excessive,  there  being  404  cases 
notified  under  the  Compulsory  Notification  Act,  against  559  in  1894, 
representing  a  decrease  of  155  cases. 


The  zymotic  death  rate  was  equal  to  1*4  per  1,000,  being  only  -i 
in  excess  of  the  zymotic  death  rate  of  1894.  This  is  so  insignificant  an 
amount  that  the  rates  for  both  years  may  really  be  taken  as  being 
identical. 

The  deaths  attributable  to  the  class  of  diseases  now  under  discussion 
amounted  to  93,  against  84  in  the  preceding  year.  The  annual  average 
zymotic  death  rate  for  the  ten  years,  1886 — 1895,  was  i*8  per  1,000,  so 
that  it  will  be  seen  that  this  death  rate  was  somewhat  below  the  average. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  of  England  and  Wales  for  1895  was  2  14  per 
1,000,  against  2^52  and  r8i  respectively  in  the  preceding  two  years, 

With  regard  to  the  action  taken  for  the  prevention  of  specific  febrile 
disorders,  I  have  to  say  that  the  invariable  rule  observed  by  the  health  de¬ 
partment  has  been  rigidly  acted  upon,  and  every  case  notified  to  the  Health 
Officer  was  without  delay  visited,  and  the  circumstances  in  connection 
with  each  case  reported  on  to  him  ;  printed  forms  being  furnished  for 
this  purpose. 

Subsequently,  on  the  receipt  of  this  report,  the  Health  Officer  issues 
written  instructions  as  to  the  measures  which  he  considers  requisite  to  be 
carried  out  in  every  case,  for  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease. 


The  Health  Officer,  however,  personally  visits  a  large  number  of  the 
infected  dwellings  brought  under  his  notice,  and  this  action  is  never 
omitted  in  those  cases  in  which  the  existence  of  unusual  circumstances 
renders  this  procedure  desirable.  I  may  also  state  I  am  frequently,  in 
connection  with  these  cases,  required  to  communicate,  either  personally 
or  by  writing,  with  the  medical  attendants,  and  also  with  the  relatives  or 
friends  of  such  patients. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease  : — 
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Notices  sent  to 
School  Managers 
and  Teachers  of 
Infectious  Diseases 
among 

School  Children. 

Premises  disin¬ 
fected  on 
certificate  of 
Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Houses 

Fumigated  after 
Infectious 
Disease. 

Infectious 
Clothing  and 
Bedding 
Disinfected. 

Cases 

Removed 

to 

Hospital. 

GO 

CO 

270 

291 

3169 

149 

SMALL  POX. —  No  case  of  small  pox  came  under  my  cognizance  in 
the  Urban  Sanitary  District  during  the  year,  the  last  case  occurring  so 
long  ago  as  June,  1893 

In  August,  however,  of  last  year  a  man  came  on  a  visit  to  a  house 
in  T Jppingham-street  from  Wrexham,  where  small  pox  was  prevalent  at  the 
time.  This  man  was  in  the  town  about  five  or  six  days,  and  ill,  but  saw  no 
medical  man.  He  went  home  to  Wrexham,  and  was  seen  by  a  doctor 
immediately  on  his  arrival  at  this  place,  who  found  that  he  was  suffering 
from  small  pox. 

I  am  informed  that  this  man’s  wife  also  developed  small  pox  within  a 
fortnight  of  her  arrival  at  Wrexham. 


There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  man  was  suffering  from  the  initial 
stage  of  variola  whilst  in  the  town,  and  it  is  indeed  a  fortunate  cir¬ 
cumstance  that  no  extension  of  the  infection  occurred  from  the  case. 


I  directed  the  infected  house  to  be  subjected  to  complete  disinfection,  a 
similar  course  being  pursued  with  regard  to  its  infected  contents. 


The  family  living  in  Uppingham-street  were  kept  in  quarantine  for 
about  three  weeks — the  strictest  that  could  be  possibly  exacted  from  persons 
in  their  own  dwellings.  The  urgent  necessity  of  this  was  impressed  upon 
all  members  of  the  family,  and  I  believe  the  instructions  given  them  were 
complied  with.  Compensation  was  awarded  for  the  loss  they  sustained  by 
absenting  themselves  from  work  for  the  period  before-mentioned. 
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MEASLES. -The  mortality  from  this  complaint  was  practically  nil, 
only  one  death  being  registered  assignable  to  this  cause  This  is  the  lowest 
measles  mortality  recorded  for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  Measles  is  not 
one  of  the  diseases  included  in  the  Compulsory  Notification  Act,  so  that  with 
respect  to  its  incidence  locally  during  the  past  year  I  am  unable  to  afford 
any  accurate  data. 

It  is  a  disease  though  that  induces  no  inconsiderable  amount'  of 
mortality  amongst  children  in  some  years,  as  may  be  seen  in  referring  to 
the  table  containing  statistical  information  relative  to  zymotic  diseases. 

I  should  not  omit  to  observe  that  measles  is  an  extremely  contagious 
malady,  and  its  preventive  treatment  is  too  frequently  very  inadequately 
attended  to  by  the  public. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — This  is  another  very  troublesome  and  dan¬ 
gerous  infectious  disorder  when  attacking  very  young  children. 

Only  a  low  rate  of  mortality  occurred  from  this  cause  last  year,  there 
being  but  eight  deaths  occasioned  by  it,  against  31  in  1894.  The  mortality 
rate  of  whooping  cough  for  1895  was  considerably  below  the  average. 

SCARLET  FEVER.— The  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  was  decidedly  less 
excessive  than  in  the  preceding  twelve  months.  There  were  in  all  269 
cases  notified  in  the  course  of  the  year,  being  160  less  than  in  1894. 

There  were  .139  scarlet  fever  patients  treated  in  the  Borough  Hospital. 
The  percentage  of  cases  isolated  was  51 '7,  being  higher  than  the  per¬ 
centage  of  isolated  cases  in  1893  and  1894,  which  were  51*5  and  44  2 
respectively. 

Fortunately  only  a  low  mortality  occurred  from  this  fever,  as  only  four 
deaths  were  registered  in  the  borough  in  the  course  of  the  year  as  due 
to  this  cause. 

But  we  must  take  into  account  five  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  which 
occurred  in  the  Borough  Hospital  at  Kingsthorpe,  most  of  these  being 
children  whose  parents  were  residents  within  the  limits  of  the  county 
borouglq  and  who  contracted  the  fatal  malady  from  which  they  suffered  in 
Northampton. 
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The  proportion  of  deaths  to  cases  of  sickness  was,  therefore,  insignificant, 
being  about  1*4  per  cent. 

In  seeking  for  the  source  of  infection  in  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  it  was 
more  generally  found  that  the  fever  had  been  contracted  by  children  when 
attending  school.  There  appears  each  year  an  increasing  disposition  on  the 
part  of  parents  of  scarlet  fever-infected  children  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  accruing  from  sending  their  children  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
This  is  to  be  encouraged,  as  it  is  only  by  the  most  complete  separation 
of  the  sick  from  the  healthy  that  the  infection  of  this  very  contagious 
fever  can  be  grappled  with  successfully. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  two  instances  of  non-compliance  with  the 
Notification  Act  in  children  suffering  from  scarlet  fever  were  communicated 
to  you.  The  first  was  a  child  living  in  Woolmonger  Street,  who  was  found 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  peeling  stage  of  the  disease  in  the  house  of 
a  neighbour  in  the  same  street.  The  Inspector  was  visiting  a  house  in  which 
a  member  of  the  family  was  ill  with  the  same  disease,  no  doubt  communi¬ 
cated  by  the  non -reported  case  Both  these  cases  were  promptly  transferred 
to  the  Borough  Hospital.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  the 
desquamating  child  had  been  ill  for  about  a  fortnight,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  first  two  or  three  days  of  its  illness  had  not  been  even 
confined  to  the  house,  and  had  received  no  medical  attention  whatever. 

The  child  had  been  wandering  about  the  neighbourhood,  frequenting, 
among  other  places,  the  tap-room  of  one  of  the  principal  hotels  in  the  town, 
where  its  parents  were  employed. 

The  parents  were  prosecuted  for  not  complying  with  the  regulations 
of  the  Compulsory  Notification  Act,  but  they  pleaded  ignorance  both  of  the 
infectious  nature  of  the  malady  with  which  the  child  was  afflicted  and  also 
of  their  legal  obligations  in  diseases  of  this  nature.  The  plea  was  admitted, 
and  the  magistrates  dismissed  the  case. 

In  the  second  case,  it  was  found  that  one  of  the  medical  men  practising 
in  the  town  had  omitted  to  notify  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  which  he  was 
attending  in  a  house  in  Earl  street  The  mother  of  these  children  was  the 
proprietor  of  a  newsvendor’s  shop,  and  nursed  the  children  and  attended  to 
her  business  simultaneously,  and  so  far  as  I  could  gather  without  taking  any 
precautions  whatever  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infection  The  medical 
man,  by  the  direction  of  the  sanitary  committee,  was  communicated  with  by 
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the  Town  Clerk,  and  having  expressed  his  regret  that  he  had  inadvertently 
omitted  to  report  the  cases,  it  was  decided  by  the  sanitary  committee  that 
further  action  relative  to  the  case  was  unnecessary. 


The  cases  I  have  referred  to  are  of  a  serious  description,  endangering 
the  public  health  by  affording  means  of  active  dissemination  of  infection  • 
and  strict  measures  are  indicated  for  preventing  their  recurrence.  I  may 
say,  however,  that  it  is  rarely  found  that  medical  practitioners  living  in 
the  District  fail  to  observe  the  responsibilities  imposed  on  them  by  the 
Notification  Act,  and  as  a  rule  this  statute  is  most  zealously  complied  with 
by  them. 

TYPHOID  FEVER.— In  connection  with  this  fever,  essentially 
belonging  to  the  preventable  class  of  diseases,  the  records  show  that 
with  regard  to  its  incidence  and  mortality  our  position  was  almost  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year  1894,  there  being  41  cases  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  sanitary  department,  death  resulting  in  7  instances.  The 
cases  of  typhoid  reported  in  1894  amounted  to  40,  there  being  6  deaths- 
Four  of  the  cases  were  imported  ones,  and  adding  to  these  those  in  which 
the  diagnosis  was  questionable,  the  prevalence  of  the  fever  cannot  be  said 
to  have  been  in  any  way  excessive. 

Of  the  cases  reported  9  were  treated  in  the  Borough  Hospital.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  in  my  last  annual  report  I  advocated  the  importance 
of  typhoid  patients  being  treated  in  isolation  hospitals,  wherever  practicable, 
and  the  physical  condition  permitting  the  removal  of  the  patients.  I 
endeavoured  to  show  that  this  was  advisable  both  in  the  interests  of  those 
affected  with  the  disease  and  the  community. 


My  experience  of  the  past  year  induces  me  to  regard  this  as  a  most 
salutary  procedure  in  every  respect  in  the  preventive  treatment  of  typhoid, 
and  one  that  I  do  not  hesitate  to  continue  to  urge  strongly. 

In  connection  with  the  action  taken  during  the  year  for  the  prevention 
of  this  disease,  in  which  I  have  been  personally  concerned,  I  must  state  that 
the  routine  practice,  both  with  regard  to  the  detection  and  removal  of 
insanitariness  in  and  about  infected  dwellings,  and  also  disinfection,  was,  as 
in  former  years,  carried  out  under  my  personal  supervision 
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On  receiving  information  of  the  existence  of  typhoid  cases,  I  invariably 
without  delay,  visit  the  patient's  dwelling,  and  give  such  instructions  as 
may  seem  needful  for  obviating  the  extension  of  the  disease.  The  use  of 
corrosive  sublimate  as  a  disinfectant  was  continued,  in  these  cases,  and  I 
have  no  reason  to  alter  the  opinion  I  expressed  in  my  last  report  with 
regard  to  this  disinfectant ;  being  satisfied  of  its  potency  as  a  most  efficient 
germicide  in  cases  of  this  character. 


The  localities  in  which  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  during  the 
year  were  : — 


Locality.  Cases. 

Castle  street  .  i 

Infirmary .  5 

Lower  Priory  street  .  I 

Bradshaw  street  . i 

Fetter  street .  i 

The  Mayorhold  .  i 

Lower  Thrift  street. .  3 

Campbell  street  .  1 

Shakespeare  road  .  1 

Billing  road .  1 

Spring  lane  terrace . *  1 

Great  Russell  street  .  5 

Upper  Thrift  street .  t 

Stockley  street .  1 

Monks’  Pond  street .  1 


Locality.  Cases 

Cleveland  road  .  1 

Alcombe  road .  1 

Somerset  street  .  3 

Hunter  street  .  1 

Abington  street  .  1 

Watkin  terrace  .  1 

Windsor  terrace .  1 

Cowper  street  .  1 

Colwyn  road  .  1 

Weston  terrace  .  1 

Crane  street .  1 

Uppingham  street  . . .  1 

Hampton  street  .  1 

Pytchley  street  . .  1 


The  drainage  system  of  all  dwellings  in  which  typhoid  patients  were 
located  was  inspected  and  tested,  and  defects  detected  were  required  to  be 
amended. 

In  6  houses  the  drains  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  9  ,,  negative  results  were  obtained. 


In  15 


defects  of  various  descriptions  were  noted. 
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The  imperfections  found  consisted  of  insufficient  or  improper  trapping 
of  drains,  improper  connection  of  house  drains  with  sewer,  sink  and  waste 
pipes  improperly  connected  with  main  drains,  absence  of  intercepting  traps, 
blocking,  and  faulty  laying  of  drains,  defective  surface  drainage  in  yards, 
closet  pans  filthy  and  defective,  &c. 


The  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  the  years  1876  to  1895  were  — 


1876 — 8 

1886 — 3 

1877— 5 

1 

00 

CO 

»— 1 

1878—5 

1— 1 

CO 

00 

00 

! 

-<1 

1879—5 

1889 — 4 

l880 - O 

1890  - 1 

1881  — 6 

1891—5 

1882  —5 

1892-5 

1883—3 

1893—5 

1884—u 

1894—6 

1 

V) 
CO 
CO 
1— 1 

1895—7 

The  annual  average  number  of  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  the  ten 
years  (1886-1895)  was  5. 


DIPHTHERIA  . — There  were  sixteen  cases  of  this  disease  reported  in 
the  course  of  last  year,  and  six  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause,  three  in 
excess  of  the  mortality  of  the  previous  year.  The  mean  annual  average 
number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  the  decade  1886-1895  was  3. 


I  he  localities  in  which  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  were  — 


Locality.  Cases. 

Stockley  street  .  1 

Robert  street  . .  1 

Billing  road .  2 

Lower  Thrift  street  .  1 

York  road .  1 

Horsemarket  . 1 

Alexandra  road  .  1 


Locality.  Cases, 

Watkin  terrace  .  2 

South  terrace  . 1 

Hervey  street  .  1 

Cheyne  walk  .  1 

Silver  street .  1 

Upper  Priory  street  .  1 

Beaconsfield  terrace  .  1 
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These  houses  were  all  inspected,  and  any  defective  sanitary  condition 
found  in  existence  was  immediately  ordered  to  be  rectified.  The  usual 
instructions  were  given  to  those  in  charge  of  the  patients  as  to  the  course  t° 
be  pursued  in  order  to  prevent  any  extension  of  infection. 


In  one-half  of  the  infected  houses  the  drainage  systems  were  found 
more  or  less  defective.  In  two  cases  foul  emanations  from  the  street  sewer 
appeared  to  be  the  sole  apparent  unhealthy  circumstance  in  connection  with 
the  origin  of  the  dangerous  illness. 

I  do  not,  however,  unreservedly  attribute  this  as  the  only  cause  of  the 
diphtheritic  infection  in  these  cases.  As  to  the  remaining  cases,  nothing 
indicative  of  insanitariness  was  revealed  in  the  infected  dwellings  or  their 
surroundings,  and  neither  did  my  investigations  in  other  directions  supply 
me  with  any  facts  enabling  me  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  in  these 
patients. 

I  believe  in  many  instances  the  diphtheritic  infection  originates  in 
undetected  cases  of  this  affection,  as  unquestionably  cases  of  mild 
diphtheria  pass  undiagnosed,  being  treated  as  ordinary  ulcerated  throats, 
presenting,  as  they  do  clinically,  none  of  the  typical  symptoms  of  true 
diphtheria.  Mild  types  of  this  specific  affection  are  really  not  distinguishable 
from  what  is  commonly  spoken  of  as  ulcerated  throat,  without  the  aid  of 
bacteriological  examination  of  the  morbid  material  found  in  the  throat,  as 
without  this  the  characteristic  micro-organism  or  bacillus  (the  sole  cause 
of  the  malady  cannot  be  recognised),  whose  presence  in  the  throat  is 
indisputable  evidence  of  the  disease  For  this  reason  the  preventive  treat¬ 
ment  of  diphtheria  is  attended  by  considerable  difficulties,  and  the  liability  to 
its  non-detection  is  by  no  means  remarkable.  In  all  doubtful  cases  bacterio¬ 
logical  tests  should  be  resorted  to  and  are  most  certainly  needed,  in  order  that 
effectual  efforts  may  be  pursued  for  the  destruction  of  the  contagium  of  this 
much  dreaded  and  dangerous  malady.  Fortunately  diphtheria  does  not  pre¬ 
vail  to  any  serious  extent  in  this  town,  but  it  behoves  us  to  be  on  the  alert,  as 
in  recent  years  the ‘disease  has  increased  enormously  in  many  town-living 
communities.  In  concluding  my  remarks  on  this  subject,  I  will  again  repeat 
what  I  said  in  my  report  of  last  year,  that  “  sore  throats  ”  in  children 
attending  schools  should  always  be  viewed  with  suspicion,  and  they  should 
be  kept  apart  from  their  fellows  until  the  true  nature  of  their  illness  has  been 
determined,  or  that  they  have  assumed  their  normal  state  of  health. 
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DIARRHCEA.— The  diarrhoea  mortality  was  considerably  higher  than 
in  the  preceding  year,  there  being  67  fatal  cases,  against  19  in  1894. 

The  diarrhoea  death  rate  was  equivalent  to  103  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

•v  •  - o  .  .. 

This  is  a  disease,  the  fatal  effects  of  which  are  almost  entirely  confined 
to  infants,  and  last  year  we  find  no  less  than  58  children  whose  ages  had  not 
reached  one  year  died  from  this  cause, 

ERYSIPELAS. — The  number  of  cases  of  erysipelas  notified  amounted 
to  71.  These  were,  as  other  notifiable  diseases,  investigated  ;  but  in  a  large 
majority  of  them  without  anything  but  negative  results  being  obtained. 

Two  deaths  only  were  certified  as  caused  by  this  disease  in  1895. 

The  inclusion  of  erysipelas  in  the  list  of  diseases  in  the  Notification 
Act  is  simply,  in  my  opinion,  a  useless  expenditure  of  public  money;  in  fact, 
Tshould  advocate  its  being  expunged  for  economical  reasons,  as  by  retaining 
it  no  benefits  whatever  are  obtained. 


Streets  in  which  Deaths  from  the  Zymotic  Diseases  occurred  in  1895. 


MEASLES. 


Crane  street 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Stimpson  avenue 
Green  street 
Freeschool  street 
Green  street 


Chalk  place 
Todd’s  lane 
Gray  street 
Grove  road 
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DIARRHCEA. 


Silver  street 
Court  2,  Gregory  street 
Market  street 
Portland  street 
New  Town  road 
Francis  street 
York  place 
Lawrence  street 
Brook  street 
Lower  Priory  street 
Hope’s  place 
Johnson’s  row 
Wilby  street 
Ethel  street 
Silver  street 
Green  lane 
King  street 
Johnson’s  row 
Granville  terrace 
Johnson’s  row 
Lower  Harding  street 
Foundry  street 
Craven  street 
Stockley  street 
Turner  street 
Lawrence  street 
Upper  Mounts 
Upper  Harding  street 
Kettering  road 
Bearward  street 
Charles  street 
Leicester  street 
Scarletwell  street 
Cattle  Market  road 


West  street 
Regent  street 
Talbot  road 
Bridge  street 
The  Green 
Cromwell  street 
Collins  street 
Hunter  street 
Portland  street 
Artizan  road 
Workhouse 
Little  Cross  street 
Kingswell  terrace 
Deal  street 
Sheep  street 
James’  street 
Inkerman  terrace 
Green  lane 
Chalk  lane 
Cleveland  road 
Shakespeare  road 
Bridge  street 
King  street 
Nelson  street 
Artizan  road 
Horsemarket 
Court  i,  Wellington 
Windsor  terrace 
Castle  street 
St.  Andrew’s  street 
Gray  street 
Kettering  road 
Collins  street 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


Perry  street 
Grafton  place 


Derby  road 
St.  Giles’  square 


street 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 


Fetter  street 

Lower  Priory  street 

Bradshaw  street 

Campbell  street 

Upper  Thrift  street 
Cleveland  road 

Somerset  street 

DIPHTHERIA. 


Stockley  street 

Lower  Thrift  Street 

Alexandra  road 

Watkin  terrace 
Hervey  street 
Beaconsfield  terrace 

CROUP. 

Court  i,  Wood  street 


Charles  street 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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The  following  table  states  the  number  of  cases  reported  during  the 
twelve  months  of  1895  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  compliance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Notification  Act,  and  the  totals  of  infectious  cases 
notified  in  the  years  1894  and  1895  :  — 


1895. 

Small  Pox. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Pnerperal  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Croup. 

Total. 

January 

... 

1 

6 

1 

... 

3i 

... 

39 

February 

... 

3 

6 

1 

... 

9 

1 

20 

March 

1 

3 

... 

3 

24 

1 

32 

April  . 

... 

... 

2 

... 

2 

8 

•  •  • 

12 

May . 

1 

2 

... 

1 

12 

#  •  • 

16 

June... 

•  •  • 

6 

5 

1 

1 

26 

♦  •  « 

39 

July . 

4 

3 

... 

2 

43 

•  •  • 

52 

August 

... 

3 

3 

... 

2 

23 

... 

3i 

September  ... 

... 

6 

13 

1 

... 

26 

... 

46 

October 

»  •  • 

6 

1 1 

•  •  • 

4 

27 

•  •  • 

48 

November  ... 

... 

6 

9 

1 

... 

26 

•  •  * 

42 

December  ... 

... 

4 

8 

•• 

1 

14 

... 

27 

4i 

7i 

5 

16 

269 

2 

404 

1894  . 

... 

40 

66 

7 

12 

429 

5 

559 
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It  should  be  understood  that  it  is  the  duty  of  householders  to  notify 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  infectious  complaints  specified  in  the 
Notification  Act,  even  if  notified  by  the  medical  practitioner  in  charge  of 
the  case,  although  in  such  cases  this  has  not  been  insisted  upon  in  the 
district;  but  in  cases  in  which  medical  advice  is  dispensed  with  it  must 
always  be  complied  with ;  in  fact,  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  in  these  cases 
is  most  essential,  serious  consequences  not  infrequently  attending  its 
omission. 

THE  BOROUGH  HOSPITAL. — In  affords  me  infinite  satisfaction  to 
be  able  to  report  that  the  additional  buildings  to  the  Infectious  Hospital, 
commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  1894,  are  now  completed,  and  ready  for 
immediate  occupation  ;  in  fact  a  portion  of  them  have  already  been  utilized. 
We  have  now  two  pavilions,  and  an  isolation  block,  consisting  of  four  small 
wards,  in  addition  to  other  buildings,  at  our  disposal  in  case  of  need  ;  and  are 
thus  provided  with  hospital  accommodation  sufficient  to  meet  all  ordinary 
demands. 


The  advantage  of  being  enabled  to  isolate  several  infectious  diseases 
simultaneously  will  be  recognised. 


The  expenditure  of  public  funds  incurred  in  its  erection  will,  I  feel 
assured,  be  approved  of  by  those  on  whom  will  devolve  the  burden  of  sharing 
in  this  expense,  and  also  the  advantages  that  an  institution  of  this  description 
offers  will  be  fully  appreciated  by  those  who  may  be  unfortunate  enough  to 
have  to  seek  admission  within  its  portals. 


The  Hospital  was  occupied  during  the  whole  of  the  past  year.  The 
fresh  admissions  in  the  year  were  1 5 1 .  Of  this  number  149  belonging  to  the 
Borough,  and  two  being  sent  by  the  Kingsthorpe  Urban  District]  Council. 
There  were  also  36  patients  remaining  under  treatment  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year,  admitted  in  1894.  Two  of  the  patients  accounted  for  in  those 
belonging  to  our  own  district,  were  nurses,  who  unfortunately  contracted 
typhoid  fever  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties;  they  both,  however,  I  am 
pleased  to  say,  recovered.  I  must  not,  however,  omit  to  say  that  a  similar 
fate  befell  a  third  nurse  ;  this  officer,  however,  was  treated  at  home,  having 
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left  the  Hospital  on  leave  for  a  holiday,  at  the  time  being  in  ill  health,  and 
no  doubt  stricken  with  the  fever.  This  nurse  recovered,  though  slowly,  and 
has  since  resumed  her  duties  at  the  Hospital.  I  hope,  however,  that  with 
the  improved  hygienic  advantages  afforded  by  our  new  typhoid  wards,  these 
untoward  events  will  in  the  future  not  occur. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  scarlet  fever. 

The  cases  of  acute  febrile  diseases  treated  in  the  Hospital  in  1895 
were  : — 


Disease.  Total.  Died.  Recovered. 

Scarlet  Fever .  139  5  134 

Typhoid  Fever  .  11  o  i[ 

Diphtheria  .  1  o  1 

There  were  two  more  deaths  than  last  year.  There  was  a  diminution 
in  the  number  of  patients  admitted  (57)  compared  with  the  admissions  of 
1894*  but,  notwithstanding  this,  no  inconsiderable  number  of  infectious 
patients,  including  a  fair  percentage  of  dangerous  cases,  underwent  treatment 
with  successful  results,  and  our  experience  of  the  past  year  shows  that  the 
utility  of  the  institution  cannot  fail  to  be  acknowledged. 

The  average  duration  of  detention  in  the  Hospital  was  about  five  weeks. 

I  am  not  altogether  without  hope  that  in  the  future  the  period  of 
isolation  of  scarlet  fever  patients  may  be  very  materially  shortened,  as  we 
are  now  having  recourse  to  a  method  of  treatment  of  patients  similar  to  that 
pursued  at  the  Leicester  Infectious  Hospital  and  other  institutions,  more 
expeditious  than  the  older  forms,  consisting  of  repeated  application  both 
by  inunction  and  otherwise  of  powerful  disinfectants  endowed  with  the 
capacity  of  destroying  the  contagium  of  this  very  infectious  disorder. 

Not  including  the  fees  for  medical  attendance,  the  total  expenditure  of 
nursing  and  maintenance  was  ^745  os.  4d.,  the  weekly  average  cost  per 
patient  being  15s.  6|-d. 

For  this  information  1  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Hull, 
the  Assistant  Borough  Accountant. 
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The  complications  and  sequeloe  attacking  scarlet  fever  patients  in  the 
Hospital  were  : — 

Abscess  ... 

Varicella... 

Otitis 

Spinal  Disease  ... 

Empyema 

Abortion 

Acute  Nephritis  .. 

Corneitis 

Fracture  of  Thigh 

Rickets  ... 

Eczema  ... 

SANITARY  WORK. 

In  communicating  to  you  an  account  of  the  operations  of  the  health 
department  carried  out  during  the  past  year,  I  have  nothing  of  an  unusual 
description  to  bring  before  your  notice.  Both  by  the  investigation  and 
removal  of  all  classes  of  nuisances  reported  to  the  department,  and  also  by  a 
similar  procedure  in  relation  to  all  conditions  of  insanitariness  detected  in 
the  course  of  the  twelve  months,  by  continuous  and  systematic  inspection  of 
the  district,  undertaken  by  myself,  with  the  assistance  of  the  other  officials, 
a  considerable  amount  of  work  was  effected  productive  of  benefit  to  the 
public  health  ;  and  to  this  latter  class  of  sanitary  work  I  attach  very  great 
importance,  as  if  it  is  efficiently  and  zealously  conducted,  it  must  materially 
enhance  the  healthfulness  of  the  town,  an  end  that  it  is  most  desirable  should 
be  attained.  There  are  now  upwards  of  twelve  thousand  inhabited  dwellings 
in  the  county  borough  requiring  sanitary  supervision,  so  that  it  cannot  fail  to 
be  recognised  that  the  work  of  the  health  department  year  by  year  increases 
with  the  progressive  growth  of  our  population. 

As  in  former  years,  I  was  present  at  all  the  meetings  held  in  the  course 
of  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Committee.  Reports,  also  from  me,  were  sub¬ 
mitted  on  these  occasions  in  reference  to  questions  occurring  from  time  to 
time  requiring  the  consideration  of  the  Sanitary  Authority.  I  have  also  to 
mention  that  the  ordinary  daily  official  routine  duties  devolving  on  me 
were  likewise  discharged  as  in  former  years. 
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NEW  BUILDING  AND  DRAINAGE  BYE  =  LAWS. 

The  revision  of  the  old  Northampton  Improvement  Act,  commenced 
several  years  ago,  has  at  last  been  completed,  and  our  new  local  bye-laws, 
after  considerable  delay,  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  last  year  were  put  into  operation  in  the  district.  I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  that  these  bye-laws,  if  properly  carried  out,  as  of  course 
they  ought  to  be,  will  in  the  future  aid  most  materially  the  improvement  of 
the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  district. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  following  plans  for  new  buildings  were  submitted  to  the  Borough 
Engineer  (Mr.  W.  D  Gibbins)  in  the  course  of  the  year  for  examination, 
and  approved  by  him  as  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  bye-laws  : — 

Houses.  Factories.  Warehouse.  Stables. 

197  2  I  4 

In  addition  to  the  above,  plans  for  proposed  alterations  and  additions  to 
87  existing  buildings  were  passed  by  this  officer. 

The  number  of  plans  for  new  buildings  was  54  in  excess  of  that  of  1894. 

OVERCROWDING  . — Nuisances  arising  from  overcrowding  were  ascer¬ 
tained  to  be  in  existence  in  the  following  dwellings  :  — 

They  have,  with  one  exception,  been  abated. 

Nos  76  and  66  Market  street,  8,  Summer’s  terrace,  3,  Court  8,  Scarlet- 
well  street,  35,  Scarletwell  street,  2,  Court  2,  Doddridge  street,  2,  Court  1, 
Beanvard  street,  12,  Briar  court,  14,  Mayorhold,  25,  Spring  gardens,  1 1 8, 
Great  Russell  street,  10,  Court  3,  Wellington  street,  35,  Great  Russell  street. 

HOUSES  DRAINED  INTO  THE  SEWER. — In  the  undermentioned 
houses  the  drainage  system  was  found  not  to  be  in  connection  with  the 
sewer. 

The  owners  of  the  property  were  served  with  notices  requiring  them  to 
re-construct  the  drains  in  compliance  with  the  statutory  enactments  relating 
to  this  question,  and  the  necessary  improvements  have  been  carried  out, 
except  in  three  instances,  in  which  difficulties  stand  in  the  way. 
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Nos.  i,  3,  5,  7,  Dychurch  lane. 

No.  129,  Bridge  street. 

No.  29,  St.  Giles’  street. 

Nos.  28,  32,  33,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  45,  Semilong. 

No  — ,  Weston  wharf. 

Two  houses  in  Adnitt’s  wharf  yard,  Bridge  street. 

HOUSES  WITHOUT  A  PROPER  SUPPLY  OF  WATER.— The 

following  houses  being  found  to  be  without  a  proper  supply  of  water,  and  the 
Sanitary  Authority  acting  under  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by  section  62 
of  the  Pubiic  Health  Act,  1875,  served  notices  on  the  owners  requiring  them 
to  supply  the  deficiency.  These  notices  were  complied  with,  and  the  town 
water  has  been  laid  on  to  each  of  the  houses  referred  to — 

Nos.  9,  Dunster  street,  13,  Craven  street,  68,  Bouverie  street,  99, 
Whitworth  road,  Nos.  32,  34,  36,  38,  40,  42,  Upper  Harding  street. 

DRAIN  TESTING. — For  this  purpose  the  “  smoke  machine,”  known 
as  “  Watts’  Asphyxiator,”  has  been  used  here  for  many  years.  This  is  a 
very  reliable  apparatus,  and  most  valuable  in  detecting  defects  in  drains 
and  traps. 

Tests  were  applied  by  this  means  to  the  drains  of  234  different  premises, 
and  167  of  this  number  were  found  defective  in  various  ways.  In  67 
instances,  however,  only  negative  results  were  found  ;  in  some  of  them  the 
tests  proving  abortive,  owing  to  the  absence  of  intercepting  traps  between 
the  private  drains  and  the  public  sewer. 

PROSECUTIONS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 

No  necessity  arose  in  the  course  of  the  year  for  taking  legal  proceedings 
under  this  Act. 

One  summons  before  the  magistrates  was  issued  for  a  contravention  of 
the  bye-laws.  This  was  in  the  case  of  a  nuisance  arising  from  pig-keeping, 
and  the  offender  was  convicted  and  ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  forty  shillings 
for  the  offence. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  large  number  of  nuisances  that  annually 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  it 
is  most  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  necessity,  comparatively  speaking,  but 
seldom  occurs  for  having  recourse  to  the  assistance  of  the  administrators  o 
the  law  for  the  enforcement  of  the  orders  issued  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
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I  refer  to  this  matter  with  a  degree  of  satisfaction,  as  it  testifies  to  the 
disposition  of  the  inhabitants  to  aid  the  local  authority  in  the  promotion  of 
sanitary  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health.  It  bears  testimony 
also  to  the  fact  that  the  inestimable  benefits  of  sanitation  are  fully  appreciated 
in  Northampton,  and  that  the  Corporation,  as  the  representatives  of  the 
general  public,  may  rely  on  the  co-operation  of  their  constituents  in  dis¬ 
charging  the  various  responsibilities  devolving  on  them  as  the  custodians  of 
the  sanitary  welfare  of  the  district. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. — This  class  of  industry  is  not  common  in 
Northampton. 

The  fellmongering  establishments  were  inspected  by  myself,  and  in  one 
instance  swine  keeping  had  to  be  prohibited  ;  in  another,  a  closet  in  the  yard 
was  found  to  be  drained  into  the  river  Nene.  This  was  ordered  to  be 
removed,  and  was  subsequently  pulled  down. 

Notices  also  were  given  to  two  fellmongers  that  the  requirements 
of  the  bye-lays  relative  to  offensive  trades  were  not  complied  with  in  con¬ 
ducting  their  trades. 

FISH  FRYING.  -The  nuisances  arising  from  this  offensive  trade  are 
increasing  in  the  town.  There  are  now  upwards  of  twenty  shops  in  the  town 
where  this  trade  is  carried  on. 

These  places  have  all  been  inspected  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  in 
the  greater  proportion  of  them  the  inspectors  report  that  the  appliances  used 
are  inefficient  for  remvoing  the  offensive  odours  given  off  in  the  process  of 
cooking  the  fish. 

I  would  also  take  this  opportunity  of  directing  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  larger  number  of  these  places  have  been  established  in  recent  years,  and 
since  the  passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  without  the  consent 
of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  as  required  by  the  statute. 

This  is  a  subject  I  would  submit  for  your  consideration. 

Fish  frying  has  no  direct  injurious  effects  on  health,  but  to  those 
living  near  these  shops  it  gives  rise  to  a  nuisance  which  is  complained  of 
frequently.  The  nuisance  is  caused  by  the  evolving  of  offensive  odours  from 
the  heating  and  decomposing  of  the  cotton  oil  used  in  frying  the  fish. 
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The  prevention  of  this  nuisance  should  be  insisted  on,  and  may  be 
readily  effected  by  providing  suitable  appliances  for  conducting  away  the 
offensive  fumes. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD.  —  The  seizure  of  a  quantity  of  unwholesome 
food  was  effected,  and  afterwards  condemned  by  magistrates  and  destroyed  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Beef  ... 
Pig  ... 
Oysters 
Herrings 
Codfish 


2  forequarters 

i 

i  barrel 
4,274lbs. 

2,oi61bs 


No  legal  proceedings  were  required  to  be  taken. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

There  were  12  samples  of  food  submitted  to  the  Borough  Analyst,  viz. — 
10  of  milk,  and  2  of  butter.  Eight  of  these  were  certified  as  being  genuine, 
and  four  samples  of  milk  were  declared  to  be  adulterated. 

Prosecutions  under  the  above-mentioned  Act  were  instituted  in  three 
cases,  and  a  conviction  obtained  in  each,  a  fine  being  inflicted  of  10s.  and 
costs. 


DISINFECTING  STATION. 

Articles  disinfected  during  the  year  1895. 

January  ...  ...  ...  .  . 

February... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October  ... 

November 

December 


232 
196 
250 

159 
1 10 
380 
317 

233 

344 

226 

337 

385 


3169 
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The  infected  goods  were  conveyed  to  and  from  31 1  different  dwellings, 
and  disinfected  at  the  station  free  of  cost  to  the  owners. 

In  my  annual  report  of  last  year  I  advocated  a  more  modern  form  of 
disinfector  being  purchased  than  that  now  in  use,  and  on  the  present 
occasion  I  think  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  recommendation,  with  the 
anticipation  that  the  Town  Council  will  recognise  the  advisability  of  acting 
on  my  suggestion. 

THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

The  workshops  have  been  systematically  inspected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  (Mr.  Hogg)  appointed  to  this  duty,  and  acting  under  my  directions. 
I  have  also  personally  visited  those  in  which  my  intervention  was  requisite 
There  are  now  468  workshops  on  the  register,  which  contains  information 
relative  to  the  cubical  capacity,  number  of  workpeople,  and  sanitary  state  of 
the  workshops  inspected  from  time  to  time  A  summary  is  here  given  of 
the  work  performed  in  connection  with  workshops  in  1895. 


NATURE  OF  NUISANCE. 

Notices  served. 

Nuisances 

abated. 

Notices  on 
books  Dec.  31, 
1895. 

Overcrowding 

23 

20 

3 

Absence  of  closet  accommodation 

... 

... 

... 

Want  of  separate  closet  accommodation  for  sexes 

4 

3 

1 

Closets  requiring  flushing  apparatus 

47 

38 

9 

Offensive  closets,  drains,  &c.. 

41 

4i 

•  •  • 

Offensive  accumulations 

7 

7 

»  •  • 

Insufficient  ventilation 

8 

7 

1 

Filthy  or  dilapidated  workshops  ordered  to  be 
cleansed  and  repaired. 

45 

45 

*  •  • 

Workshops  without  supply  of  drinking  water 

4 

4 

Total 

179 

165 

14 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  year  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1895,  came  into  operation.  This  Act  is  somewhat  voluminous,  con¬ 
taining  56  clauses,  and  is  to  be  considered  as  one  with  the  Factory  and 
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Workshop  Act,  1878-1891,  and  these  Acts  may  be  cited  collectively  as  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Acts,  1878  to  1895.  This  Act,  though  beyond 
doubt  a  valuable  measure,  is  unquestionably  of  a  drastic  nature.  The  statute 
is  passed  with  the  aim  of  remedying  evils  to  which  factory  operatives  have 
been  exposed. 

Sanitary  Authorities  are  not  concerned  with  a  considerable  number  of 
the  clauses  contained  in  the  act,  these  being  entirely  connected  with  factory 
administration,  but  there  are  certain  matters  appertaining  to  sanitary 
questions,  and  to  which  it  is  advisable  that  attention  should  be  directed  In 
the  former  factory  acts  overcrowding  was  prohibited,  but  only  generally  it 
was  not  specifically  defined.  This  omission  is  now  supplied  in  the  act 
of  1895. 

The  first  section  enacts  that  the  amount  of  cubic  space  to  be  provided  in 
the  rooms  of  factories  and  workshops  is  250  cubic  feet  to  each  person 
employed,  and  during  any  period  of  overtime  400  cubic  feet  of  space  to 
every  person.  If  the  air  space  is  less  than  the  amount  specified  the  factory 
or  workshop  shall  be  deemed  to  be  overcrowded,  as  to  be  injurious  to  the 
health  of  the  persons  employed  therein. 

Under  this  section  of  the  Act  the  Secretary  of  State  has  power  to 
modify  the  proportion  of  cubic  space  for  any  period  during  which  artificial 
light,  other  than  electric  light,  is  employed  for  illuminating  purposes,  and 
may  substitute  higher  figures  than  250  and  400  respectively. 

By  (section  6)  a  penalty  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  may  be  inflicted  on  the 
occupier  of  a  factory  or  workshop,  or  laundry,  or  from  any  place  from  which 
any  work  is  given  out,  or  any  contractors  employed  by  any  such  occupiers, 
who  causes  or  allows  wearing  apparel  to  be  made,  cleaned,  or  repaired  in 
any  dwelling-house  or  building  occupied  therewith  whilst  any  inmate  of  the 
dwelling  house  is  suffering  from  scarlet  fever  or  small  pox,  unless  he  proves 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  illness  in  the  dwelling-house, 
and  could  not  reasonably  have  been  expected  to  become  aware  of  it. 

Section  22  provides  for  the  application  of  the  factory  acts  to 
laundries 

There  are  five  clauses  containing  special  provisions  for  health. 

Clause  29  Every  medical  practitioner  attending,  or  is  called  in  to 
visit,  a  patient  whom  he  believes  to  be  suffering  from  lead,  phosphorus* 
or  arsenical  poisoning,  or  anthrax,  contracted  in  any  factory  or  workshop, 
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must  (unless  notice  required  by  this  section  has  previously  been  sent)  send 
notice  of  the  case  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories,  at  the  Home  Office, 
London.  A  fee  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  is  to  be  received  for  this 
information,  and  a  fine  of  forty  shillings  may  be  inflicted  for  failing  to 
comply  with  this  order  Another  notice  also  of  every  case  of  lead, 
phosphorus,  or  arsenical  poisoning,  or  anthrax,  occurring  in  a  factory  or 
workshop,  must  be  sent  to  the  Inspector  of  Factories  and  Certifying  Surgeon 
of  the  district. 

It  is  enacted  by  section  30  that  in  every  factory  where  lead,  arsenic, 
or  any  other  poisonous  substance  is  used  suitable  washing  conveniences  must 
be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  workpeople. 

Under  section  32  :  — In  every  factory  or  workshop  a  reasonable  tem¬ 
perature  is  to  be  maintained  in  each  room  in  which  any  person  is  employed. 
This  is  very  vague,  and  must  entail  a  considerable  amount  of  conflict  of 
opinion. 

To  whatever  criticism  the  factory  act  of  1895  may  be  subjected,  the 
legislature  cannot  be  accused  in  the  compilation  and  passing  of  this  statute 
of  disregarding  the  interests  of  factory  operatives  either  so  far  as  safetv 
or  health  is  concerned,  and  no  doubt  by  this  class  of  the  community  it  will 
be  popularly  accepted. 

DAIRIES  AND  COW  SHEDS.— The  number  of  cow  sheds  and 
dairies  on  the  register  is  t 66,  and  22  milk  shops  have  been  registered 
during  the  year. 

These  places  have  been  inspected,  and  in  five  cases  it  was  found 
necessary  to  give  notice  for  cleansing  and  whitewashing. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  BAKEHOUSES.— There  are  79 
registered  and  licensed  slaughter-houses.  No  licenses  for  slaughter-houses 
were  granted  last  year,  there  being  only  one  application  for  a  license  made, 
and  this  was  refused 

There  are  104  bake-houses  in  the  town. 

The  bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  were  regularly  inspected  by  the 
Sanitarv  Inspectors.  In  88  instances  defects  in  sanitation  were  found,  and 
the  usual  proceedings  were  taken  for  the  amendment  of  the  same. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACT.— This  act  of 
parliament  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  legislative  sanitary  measures 
introduced  in  modern  times,  though  not  so  extensively  brought  into 
requisition  as  could  be  desired. 
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By  its  application  Sanitary  Authorities  are  enabled  to  effect  much 
needed  sanitary  improvements,  or  the  prohibition  of  their  being  inhabited, 
or,  under  certain  conditions,  the  demolition  of  that  class  of  dwelling  which 
forms  the  home  (if  the  term  can  be  appropriately  applied)  of  those  whose 
poverty  compels  them  to  seek  shelter  in  the  lowest  rented  bouses 
obtainable,  places  that  are  too  often  found  destitute  of  every  health 
requirement. 

Northampton,  as  you  are  fully  aware,  in  common  with  other  large 
towns,  has  its  ‘‘slums,”  the  eradication  of  which  is  a  sanitary  reform  which 
cannot  be  too  urgently  impressed  on  those  who  are  empowered  to  promote 
improvements  of  this  character. 

In  the  course  of  the  past  year  I  submitted  to  you  reports  on  46  houses 
which  I  certified  as  unfit  for  habitation  in  consequence  of  their  insanitary 
state. 

These  were — 

No.  1,  Court  1,  Silver  Street  ;  15,  Tanner  Street;  6,  7,  and  8,  Percival’s 
Yard,  Woolmonger  Street  ;  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  Kettering  Place;  Nos. 

1  and  2,  Court  2,  Woolmonger  Street;  49,  Woolmonger  Street;  3,  St. 
Giles’  Terrace  ;  2,  4,  6,  Gregory  Street;  Nos.  1,  3,  4 ,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12, 
13,  14,  15,  16,  Court  6,  Bridge  Street;  Nos.  25,  27,  31,  35,  37,  39,  41, 
43,  45.  47.  49.  53.  n,  i3>  15.  Lower  Harding  Street. 

The  following  condemned  houses  have  been  closed  by  the  owners,  and 
no  doubt  in  the  near  future  they  will  be  pulled  down,  not  being  worth  the 
expense  of  being  repaired  and  rendered  fit  for  habitation  : — No.  3,  St.  Giles’ 
Terrace;  49,  Woolmonger  Street  ;  1  and  2,  Court  2,  Woolmonger  Street. 

With  regard  to  the  houses  in  Court  6,  Bridge  Street,  the  owners  have 
commenced  the  necessary  repairs  in  those  in  which  it  is  thought  were 
capable  of  being  converted  into  habitable  dwellings,  and  notice  to  quit  has 
been  served  to  the  tenants  of  those  which  I  have  represented  to  the  owners 
should  be  at  once  closed,  as  I  believe  it  is  impossible  to  make  these  most 
insanitary  dwellings  fit  for  occupation.  I  hope  before  long,  therefore,  they 
will  be  demolished  ;  at  any  rate  there  will  be  some  satisfaction  in  knowing 
that  they  will  be  unoccupied. 

In  the  older  quarters  of  the  Borough  there  are  a  number  of  dwellings 
yearly  deteriorating,  and  as  these  become  sufficiently  insanitary  to  justify 
their  condemnation,  they  will  be  reported  to  you  to  be  dealt  with  under 
the  Mousing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  In  connection  with  this  subject 
I  can  only  repeat  that  which  I  have  adverted  to  in  previous  annual  reports, 
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that  in  certain  localities  in  this  district  there  are  no  inconsiderable  number 
of  dwellings  which  might  with  unquestionable  advantage  to  the  public 
health  be  swept  away  ;  but  to  carry  this  into  effect  the  adoption  of  a  scheme 
of  no  inextensive  character  would  be  called  for,  involving  financial  con¬ 
siderations  of  some  magnitude,  which  the  Town  Council  very  naturally 
hesitate  to  undertake. 


Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the 

Year  1895. 


NUISANCES. 

Cases 

Reported. 

Cases 

Remedied. 

Cases 

Unremedied. 

Houses  filthy  and  unwholesome  so  as  to  be  in¬ 
jurious  to  health  ordered  to  be  be  cleansed  and 
whitewashed 

479 

417 

62 

Houses  having  defective  drainage  so  as  to  be 
injurious  to  health 

1039 

988 

51 

Houses  not  drained  into  sewer 

19 

16 

4 

Overcrowded  houses 

13 

12 

1 

Houses  to  be  cleansed,  disinfected,  and  white¬ 
washed,  in  which  infectious  diseases  had 
occurred 

291 

28l 

10 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance 

55 

51 

4 

Houses  without  a  proper  supply  of  water 

10 

IO 

... 

Smoke  nuisances 

7 

5 

2 

Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses  requiring 
whitewashing  and  cleansing 

88 

88 

... 

Offensive  trades 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Polluted  wells 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  j 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation 

•  •  « 

... 

... 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation 

47 

31 

16 

Prosecutions 

4 

... 

... 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  requiring  the  attention 
of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  ... 

392 

366 

26 

Total 

2444 

2264 

176 
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I  Scarlet  Fever  (sickness) 

,,  (deaths) 

Diphtheria  (sickness) 

„  (deaths)  . 

Cases  of  Sickness  visted  with  Typhoid  Fever  (sickness)  ... 
reference  to  sanitary  condition  )f  (deaths) 

of  premises,  and  disinfection  Puerperal  Fever  (sickness)... 
where  zymotic  diseases  occurred.  „  (deaths)  ... 

Erysipelas  (sickness)  . 

,,  (deaths)  . 

Membranous  Croup  (sickness) 
\  n  (deaths) 


4i 

7 

5 


4 

16 

6 


2 


2 


2 


1 


SANITARY  STATE  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— Generally  speaking,  the 
sanitary  state  of  the  County  Borough  at  the  termination  of  the  year  was 
satisfactory. 

In  concluding  this  report,  however,  I  must  briefly  call  your  attention 
to  a  few  matters.  The  first  question  is  by  no  means  a  novel  one,  and  it 
refers  to  the  “  sewers T  It  is  evident  to  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
traversing  the  streets  that  these  drains  emit  most  offensive  odours,  and  my 
personal  experience  enables  me  to  state  that  this  nuisance  is  not  always 
harmful,  but  often  the  cause  of  diseases  of  a  serious  nature  to  those  who  are 
subjected  to  the  deleterious  influeuces  of  these  sewage  emanations.  This  is 
a  subject  necessitating  attention,  and  I  have  every  confidence  that  it  will 
receive  at  your  hands  the  ccnsideration  it  merits. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  another  matter  to  which  I  must  not  omit 
to  allude  I  find  in  the  course  of  my  inspections  that  in  some  parts  of 
the  town  negligence  displayed  with  regard  to  this,  and  that  the  refuse  from 
dwellings,  instead  of  being  placed  in  the  proper  receptacle,  as  it  should  be, 
for  periodical  removal  by  the  scavengers,  is  either  thrown  into  a  corner  of 
the  yard  or  some  other  part  of  the  premises,  and  not  seldom  being  deposited 
in  the  cellar  (where  this  exists),  and  there  allowed  to  remain  and  decompose. 
This  is  a  pernicious  practice,  and  efforts  should  be  made  to  prevent  its 
occurrence  The  periodical  cleansing  of  court-yards  is  another  sanitary 
detail  which  might  be  more  strictly  observed  throughout  the  district. 
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The  disposal  of  the  town  refuse  rests  entirely  with  the  Town  Council 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  more  satisfactory  system  than  is  at  the 
present  time  resorted  to  must  be  introduced.  That  the  sanitary  wmlfare  of 
Northampton  has  been  in  every  respect  zealously  respected  by  its  local 
government  must  be  acknowledged  ;  of  this  there  is  convincing  proof  in 
the  various  improvements  that  by  its  instructions  have  been  effected  in 
recent  years,  the  more  important  of  these  being  the  construction  of  the 
Teeton  Water  Works,  the  extension  of  the  Irrigation  Farm  at  Ecton,  the 
building  of  the  Infectious  Hospital  at  Kingsthorpe,  and  the  construction 
of  the  new  Cemetery  at  Hardingstone. 


NORTHAMPTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Deaths  registered  at  Several  Groups  of  Ages,  from  different  causes, 

during  the  year  1895. 


Note. — The  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  of  Non-residents  are  excluded. 


U 

aj 

<D 

AGES. 

TOTAL. 

DISEASES. 

V 

G 

O 

u 

CD 

*0 

G 

D 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

IS 

iS 

to 

25 

2S 

to 

60 

60 

to 

70 

OOrf-vJ 

OOO 

80 

to 

90 

90  & 
up- 
w’rds 

to 

U 

V 

nj 

G 

O 

Above  5. 

< 

H 

O 

H 

Small  Pox 
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1 

3 
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1 

1 
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10 
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1 

•  • « 
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3 

3 
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Teething 

9 

10 
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19 
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19 

Totals  ... 
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84 
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96 

52 

6 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  FORM. 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1895,  in  the  Northampton  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages, 

and  Localities 
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State  here  whether  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ”  is  compulsory  in  the  District.  Yes. — Since  when  ?  December,  1889.  Besides  the  above-mentioned 
Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with  blank  headings  the  names  of  any  that  are  notifiable  in  the  District,  and  fill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name 
of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of  the  District.  Mark  (H)  the  Locality  in  which  such  Hospital  is  situated  :  and  if  not  within  the  District  state 
where  it  is  situated.  Kingsthorpe,  about  two  miles  from  Northampton. 
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NOTES  ON  TABLES  JBL  AND  B 


Note  i. 
2. 


3- 

4- 


5 


Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  “  Combined  Districts  ”  must  make 
a  separate  Return  for  the  District  of  each  District  Council . 

Medical  Officers  of  Health  acting  for  a  portion  only  of  the  District 
of  a  District  Council  should  write ,  in  the  heading  of  the  Table , 
the  designation  of  the  Division  for  which  they  act. 

The  words  11  Urban,”  u  Rural or  “  Metropolitan must  be  inserted 
in  the  appropriate  space  in  the  heading ,  according  as  the  District 
is  Urban  or  Rural,  or  is  within  the  Metropolitan  Area. 

The  “  Localities  ”  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics  should 
be  areas  of  known  population,  such  as  parishes,  groups  of 
parishes,  townships,  or  wards. 

As  stated  at  the  head  of  the  first  column  in  each  Table* 
Fublic  Institutions  should  be  regarded  as  separate  localities, 
and  the  deaths  in  them  should  be  separately  recorded.  Work- 
houses,  Hospitals, Infirmaries,  Asylums,  and  other  establishments 
into  which  numbers  of  people,  and  especially  of  sick  people,  are 
received,  are  Public  Institutions  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics. 

The  deaths  which  have  to  be  classified  in  this  Table  (A),  and  summed 
up  in  the  horizonal  line  of  “Totals,”  are  the  whole  of  those 
registered  as  having  actually  occurred  in  the  several  localities 
comprised  within  the  Division  or  District.  But  the  registered 
number  of  deaths  frequently  requires  correction  before  it  can 
give  an  exact  view  of  the  mortality  of  a  Division  or  District  ; 
and  the  two  lowest  horizontal  lines  are  provided  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  indicate,  to  the  best 
of  their  ability,  what  the  extent  of  such  corrections  should  be. 
Details  concerning  the  corrective  figures,  e.g.,  the  institutions 
that  have  been  considered,  or  the  particular  localities  to  which 
corrections  apply,  may  appear  in  the  text  of  the  Report  or  in 
supplementary  tables. 


Area  and  Population  of  the  District  or  Division 
to  which  this  Return  relates. 

Area  in  Acres  .  1,520 

Population  (1891)  . .  61,016 


Death 

Rates. 


General,  14*1 


per  1,000  Popula- 
lation,  estimated 
to  the  middle  of 
1895. 

Infant  (under  1  year  $  per  1,000  Births 
of  age)  .  1 45 '8  ^  Registered. 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  A  and  B, 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  notes  endorsed  on  the  Tables. 

LEE  F.  COGAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  21st,  1896. 
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NOTES  ON  TABLE  B 

{See  also  Notes  on  back  of  Table  A.) 

Note  i.  The  present  Table  B  is  concerned  with  population,  births,  and 
sickness  (not  with  mortality)  in  the  District  or  Division  to 
which  the  Table  relates 

2.  As  stated  in  the  heading  of  Col.  (a),  Public  Institutions  should 

be  regarded  as  separate  localities,  and  the  new  cases  of  sickness 
in  them  should  be  separataly  recorded.  Workhouses,  Hospitals, 
Infirmaries,  Asylums,  and  other  establishments  into  which 
numbers  of  people,  and  especially  of  sick  people,  are  received, 
are  Public  Institutions  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics. 

3.  Comments  on  any  unequal  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  upon  the 

several  localities ,  and  considerations  as  to  the  local  incidence  of 
consumption  and  other  prevalent  diseases ,  should  be  made  in  the 
text  of  the  Report. 
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